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I naturally inquired the cause of what struck me as so strange and inconsistent, and was
informed that the affectionate mothers thus neglected the appearance of their children, and
purposely left them unwashed, and clothed them so shabbily, particularly when they had to take
them out in public, from fear of the evil eye, which is excessively dreaded, and especially in the
case of children, since they are generally esteemed the greatest of blessings, and therefore most
likely to be coveted. It is partly for the same reason that many of them confine their boys so long
in the hareem. Some mothers even dress their young sons as girls, because the latter are less

obnoxious to envy.
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This for certain I can affirm, That oftentimes the Devil doth cry with an audible Voice in the Night;
“tis very shrill almost like the barking of a Dog. This I have often heard my self; but never heard that
he did any body any harm. Only this observation the Inhabitants of the Land have made of this Voice,
and I have made it also, that either just before or very suddenly after this Voice, the King always cuts
off People. To believe that this is the Voice of the Devil these reasons urge, because there is no Creature
known to the Inhabitants, that cry like it, and because it will on a sudden depart from one place, and
make a noise in another, quicker than any fowl could fly: and because the very Dogs will tremble and
shake when they hear it; and "tis so accounted by all the People.

This Voice is heard only in Cande Uda, and never in the Low Lands. When the Voice is near to a
Chingulaye's house, he will curse the Devil, calling him Geremoi goulammah, Beef-eating Slave be
gone, be damned, cut his Nose off, beat him a pieces. And such like words of Railery, and this they
will speak aloud with noise, and passion, and threatning. This Language I have heard them bestow

upon the Voice; and the Voice upon this always ceaseth for a while, and seems to depart, being heard
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at a greater distance.
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35. What shall I say then? Even the Devil too there speaketh to men, many a time and oft, in the
night season, as I have heard.

*
EVEtSIc

(=R EHOEKENY K QE< L OVEHFUR O ( Mo - 1 — 2

(Henry Yule | <1108 — | <LRE)° 0wt RO € —) 20RO Q®st
UELSe’

*
The notion of catching Shaitan without any expense to Government was a sublime piece of Anglo-
Indian tact, but the offer was not accepted. Our author had, however, in view probably the strange cry
of the Devil-bird, as it is called in Ceylon. "The Singhalese regard it literally with horror, and its
scream by night in the vicinity of a village is bewailed as the harbinger of impending calamity." " Its
ordinary note is a magnificent clear shout, like that of a human being, and which can be heard at a
great distance, and has a fine effect in the silence of the closing night. It has another cry like that of
a hen just caught ; but the sounds which have earned for it its bad name, and which I have heard but
once to perfection, are indescribable, the most appalling that can be imagined, and scarcely to be heard
without shuddering; I can only compare it to a boy in torture, whose screams are stopped by being
strangled." Mr. Mitford, from whom Sir E. Tennent quotes the last passage, considers it to be a
Podargus or night-hawk, rather than the brown owl as others have supposed. (Tennenfs Nat. Hist. of
Ceylon, 246-8.)
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The Singhalese regard it literally with horror, and its scream by night in the vicinity of a village is
bewailed as the harbinger of impending calamity.
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The freed soul of Nontheok fell down to the earth, and was born again under the form of a Rakhsha.
In process of time he was horn again as Kistsakan or Ravan, the ten handed tyrant of Ceylon styled
Lanka.
*
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The countless portents of death point to a life passed in a state of fear ; to these belong, among the
Dyaks, the sight or the cry of an owl, snakes coming into the house, the falling of a tree in front of any
one, a singing in the left ear, but most especially an abrupt change of mood.

Invisible spirits fill up the gaps which intervene in the substances of visible things. To them
belongs in Javanese superstition the great race of the Jurigs ; when the other spirits have left a spot
unoccupied you may be certain of finding Jurigs. They become visible only occasionally as tigers
or fiery serpents, actually they are evil spirits. A milder form is found in the Ganderuva and Veves,
who are equally indigenous to Java; mischievous cobolds, male and female, who torment men invisibly,
most commonly by throwing stones, but also by bespattering their clothes with saliva dyed red by
betel-chewing. Resembling both these the Begus are conspicuous among the Battaks, all the more
that their spirit world is otherwise completely embodied. They are like a breath or bodiless air, to
them belong the invisible spirits of disease, the only visible Begu is the dreaded Nalalain, the spirit of
strife and murder, who may be seen creeping about in the evening with fiery eyes, long red tongue,
and claws on his hands. Apparently resembling him is Swangie the most dreaded of the Burungs of
Halmabhera, the evil one who creeps on the earth. The Begus even try to take possession of corpses,
and the incessant word -strokes of the Ulubelang or champions who surround the coffin in a funeral
procession, are directed against them.
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For this reason, also, in North Borneo some sago palms are felled for every person who dies, and the
wine which the living drink at the funeral feast serves equally for his refreshment. The man who
commits robbery and murder without reason is punished there if he has died without undergoing a
penalty, and punished too by being pierced with a lance by another soul. But the souls of all those
who have lost their lives by a spear wound or in any other violent, manner, as well as women who
have died in child-birth, arrive at a more desirable place, the residence of the gods. The
Malagasies hold that their souls go into the air or on to the mountain, Ambongdrombe in the
Betsileo country, which excites fear with its cloud-wrapped summit and the roaring of the storms.
In their language we find echoes of a better hereafter; dead people are said to have gone to rest,

among the Hovas indeed to have become divine.
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For many days to come no one is allowed to enter the house after sunset, and mother and babe are

strictly forbidden to wear clothes which have been exposed to the stars unless they have been
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fumigated by a censer. There is something practical in this rule, for in damp Sikinos everything that is

exposed to the night air becomes impregnated with moisture.
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NAMES TERRIBLE TO CHILDREN. —In many a crisis in history the name of some conqueror or
tyrant has been used to still unruly children. I am conscious of having read of many such, but not
having the fear of * N. & Q." before my eyes, I failed to make the necessary notes, and now plead
guilty
in an apologetic query. Can anybody add to my brief list, and give serious, not mere
farcical, authorities ?
Tarquin. Shakespeare, * Rape of Lucrece * (" Poems," ed. R. Bell, p. 111).
Black Douglas, 1319. Sir W. Scott,
" History of Scotland,” 1830, i. 137.
Hunniades, 1456. Hallam, * Europe during Middle Ages,” 1872, ii. 106.
Marlborough.
Napoleon Bonaparte.
Wellington. W.C.B.
*
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*

NAMES TEBRRIBLE TO CHILDREN (10 S. x. 509 ; xi. 53, 218, 356, 454).— To the names that
have appeared surely Morgan should be added. See Prof. Rhys's " Celtic Folklore,” 1901, vol. i. p. 372.
It is about the lake of Glasfryn in Wales : —

" Mrs. Williams-Ellis's own words : * Our younger boys have a crew of three little Welsh boys
who live near the lake, to join them in their boat-sailing about the pool and in camping cm the island,
&c. They asked me once who Morgan was, whom the little boys were always saying they were to be
careful against. An old man living at Tal Llyn, " Lakes End," a farm close by, says that as a boy he was
always told that " naughty boys would be carried off by Morgan into the lake." Others tell me that
Morgan is always held to be ready to take off troublesome children, and somehow Morgan is thought
of as a bad one.™

There is more, but any one interested had better see the book.
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S.L. PETTY.

Ulverston.

The name of Grimshaw was a bugbear to children in the latter part of the eighteenth century. He
was Incumbent of Haworth, near Bradford, the home of the Brontés.

Macaulay in his essay on Warren Hastings tells us :

" Even now, after the Lapse of more than 50 years, the natives still talk of him as the greatest of
the English ; and nurses sing children to sleep with a jingling ballad about the fleet horses and richly
caparisoned elephants of Sahib Warren Hastein."

JOHN PICKFORD, M.A.
Newbonrne Rectory, Woodbridge.
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Hence when we read ¢ that the ancestor of the Mongol royal house was a wolf,;* and that the family
name was Wolf; and when we remember the multitudinous cases of animal-names borne by North
American Indians, with the associated totem-system; this cause of identification of ancestors with

animals, and consequent sacredness of the animals, becomes sufficiently obvious.
*
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Where beasts appear as the makers of men, a creator-god is hidden in them ; manifesting himself by
preference in the form of a wolf or a dog.
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Accordingly next morning we set off in a boat to cross the harbour. As we went we had a better
opportunity of realising its beauty and extent: it could hold all the navies of the world within it, and it
is protected by an island at its mouth. On the western point is a mountain called the Vanis, a wild,
bleak spot, on which our boatman told us that it was the custom to throw bread when they sailed out,

that Vanis might eat and send them fish in return.
*
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