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THE NEGLECTED OLD FATHER : CHINESE PARALLEL.— A Gaelic story is quoted as
follows from J. F. Campbell in Mr. Gomme's * Folk-lore as an Historical Science,* London, n.d., pp.
67-8 :

"There was a man at some time or other who was well off, and had many children. When the family
grew up the man gave a well-stocked farm to each of his children. When the man was old his wife
died, and he divided all that he had amongst his children, and lived with them, turn about, in their
houses. The sons got tired of him and ungrateful, and tried to get rid of him when he came to stay with
them. At last an old friend found him sitting tearful by the wayside, and, learning the cause of his
distress, took him home; there he gave him a bowl of gold and a lesson which the old man learned and
acted. When all the ungrateful sons and daughters had gone to a preaching, the old man went to a green
knoll where his grandchildren were at play, and, pretending to hide, he turned up a flat hearthstone in
an old stance [ = standing-place], and went out of sight. He spread out his gold on a big stone in the
sunlight, and he muttered, "Ye are mouldy, ye are hoary, ye will be better for the sun.” The
grandchildren came sneaking over the knoll, and when. they had seen and heard all that they were
intended to see and hear, they came running up with, *Grandfather, what have you got there?" * That
which concerns you not ; touch it not,” said the grandfather, and he swept his gold into a bag and took
it home to his old friend. The grandchildren told what they had seen, and henceforth the children strove
who should be kindest to the old grandfather. Still acting on the counsel of his sagacious old chum, he
got a stout little black chest made, and carried it always with him. When any one questioned him as to
its contents his answer was, * That will be known when the chest is opened.” When he died he was
buried with great honour and ceremony, and the chest was opened by the expectant heirs. In it were
founa broken ; potsherds and bits of slate, and a long-handled white wooden mallet with this legend

on its head :


https://archive.org/details/a11notesqueries02londuoft/page/144/mode/2up

Here is the fair mall

To give a knock on the skull

To the man who keeps no gear for himself,
But gives all to his bairn."

Whether or not it has one and the same origin with this Scottish tale, a Chinese anecdote of a similar
stamp is related, with all his characteristic eagerness, by Sze-ma Tsien, the greatest historian China
has ever produced. It occurs in the "Life of Lu Kia' in his “Shi-ki,” written c. B.C. 97. It tells us how
in the year 196 B.C. the Emperor Hautsu sent Lu Kia, the great literate and diplomat, to Tchao To, the
self-made monarch of Nang-yue, in order to subdue him without the use of arms (for the latter's life
see Gamier, 'Voyage d’ Exploration en Indo-Chine," Paris, 1873, torn. i. p. 469). The eloquent Lu Kia
completely brought over Tchao To, so that the latter presented the former on his farewell with a bag
containing valuables worth a thousand pieces of gold, to which he added another thousand for viaticum.

After the Emperor Hiao-hui succeeded his father Hau-tsu (B.C. 194), the Dowager-Empress Lu
was hankering to make kings of her own kindred, quite contrary to the will of her deceased husband.
Well knowing his incompetence to stop this, Lu Kia pretended to be unwell, and retired to Hao-chi,
there to live by keeping excellent farms.

" As he had five sons," the narrative continues, " he took out of the bag the valuables Tchao-To
had given him, and sold them for one thousand pieces of gold. These he divided amongst his sons,
telling each to thrive with the fund of two hundred pieces. Lu Kia procured for himself a comfortable
carriage drawn by four horses, ten attendants, all skilful in music and dancing, and a sword which cost
him one hundred gold pieces. Then he spoke to his sons thus: "Now I covenant with you that whenever
I come to any one of you, you shall supply me. my attendants, and my horses, with enough of food
and drink, and I will go off after enjoying them for ten consecutive days. Should I happen to die in the
house of any one of you, my sword, my carriage with horses, and my attendants, will all fall into his
possession. But I will not visit any one of you more than twice or thrice a year, because to call on you
more frequently would make you entertain me with less will, whilst a prolonged stay in one and the
same house would inevitably be followed by your getting tired of me." ...... He died after enjoying
longevity."

KUMAGUSU MINAKATA.

Tanabe, Kii, Japan.
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ALL students of folk-lore will be grateful to MR. KUMAGUSU MINAKATA for furnishing what
is apparently the earliest version of the incident which may be termed * The Foul Breath * occurring
in the above well-known story. The following references to various Eastern and Western sources I give
from a collection of notes made for a work on the subject of the origin and diffusion of the tales in
Boccaccio's ' Decameron,” which [ hope may some day see the light, and which may perhaps be useful
to the readers of 'N. &Q."
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The Phagrus, or eel, was worshipped in Upper Egypt, and mummied eels have been found in

small, sepulchral boxes.
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